
	
	

Farmers	Stand	Proud	on	LEAF	Open	Farm	Sunday	
	
The	public	showed	its	support	for	British	farming	en	masse	last	weekend	with	over	a	quarter	
of	a	million	people	visiting	farms	for	LEAF	Open	Farm	Sunday.		Initial	estimates	from	
organisers	LEAF	(Linking	Environment	And	Farming)	indicate	that	over	250k	people	spent	
the	day	at	one	of	the	358	farms	across	the	country	that	hosted	an	event,	with	many	farms	
reporting	higher	than	expected	figures.		
	
The	twelfth	LEAF	Open	Farm	Sunday	once	again	gave	people	the	opportunity	to	discover	all	
that	farming	delivers	and	why	farmers	are	proud	of	what	they	achieve.	Press	and	media	
attention	was	extensive	with	coverage	on	national	radio	and	TV	including	ITV’s	Good	
Morning	Britain	and	This	Morning,	as	well	as	in	consumer	media.		Radio	2’s	Chris	Evans	who	
interviewed	dairy	farmer	Abi	Reader	on	air,	backed	the	campaign	by	visiting	his	local	Open	
Farm	Sunday	event	and	called	for	more	farmers	to	take	part	next	year.		Hundreds	of	
regional	articles	helped	promote	individual	events,	with	a	number	of	BBC	Radio	stations	
interviewing	local	farmers	or	LEAF	Open	Farm	Sunday’s	regional	coordinators.	
	
This	year’s	visitor	numbers	took	the	total	to	more	than	2m	since	the	campaign	launched.	
Caroline	Drummond,	LEAF	Chief	Executive	said:	“Once	again,	farmers	from	across	the	
country	have	come	together	to	showcase	the	diversity	and	importance	of	British	farming.		
We	have	had	another	spectacular	year,	with	visitor	numbers	showing	a	clear	interest	from	
the	public	in	finding	out	more	about	farming.		This	year’s	Open	Farm	Sunday	was	a	day	the	
whole	industry	should	be	justifiably	proud	of.		We	called	on	the	public	to	get	out	and	show	
their	support	for	UK	farmers	and	they	did	just	this	in	their	thousands.”	
	
LEAF	also	welcomed	its	Honorary	President,	HRH	The	Countess	of	Wessex	to	the	Waitrose	
Farm,	Leckford	Estate	where	she	toured	the	event	and	spoke	with	staff,	helpers	and	visitors,	
as	well	as	speaking	with	ITV	Meridian	for	a	feature	on	the	evening	news.		Caroline	
Drummond	said	“Her	genuine	interest	and	commitment	to	helping	the	farming	industry	
connect	with	the	public	was	clearly	evident.”		
	
As	with	previous	years,	the	impact	of	LEAF	Open	Farm	Sunday	was	felt	far	beyond	the	farm	
gate.		Its	Facebook	page	had	a	reach	of	over	280k	in	the	month	leading	up	to	11th	June,	with	
farmers	and	consumers	alike	sharing	content	and	discussion	about	the	event.		Video	
content,	including	a	reworking	of	the	Old	Macdonald	nursery	rhyme	as	‘Young	MacDonald’	
to	address	public	misconceptions	of	farming,	helped	create	significant	engagement.		Many	
visitors	took	to	social	media	after	the	event	to	share	their	photos	and	words	of	thanks	to	the	
farms	involved,	with	more	than	500	photos	submitted	to	the	LEAF	Open	Farm	Sunday	photo	
competition	in	less	than	24	hours.		
	
Twenty	percent	of	farms	that	opened	this	year	were	in	the	South	West	with	18%	in	the	
South	East.		The	East	Midlands	(13%),	East	of	England	(12%)	and	West	Midlands	(12%)	made	
up	the	remainder	of	the	top	five	regions*.	One	in	four	farms	opening	for	LEAF	Open	Farm	



	
	

Sunday	was	doing	so	for	the	first	time.		Plans	are	already	underway	for	next	year’s	Open	
Farm	Sunday,	which	will	take	place	on	10th	June	2018,	and	LEAF	are	hoping	the	popularity	
this	year	will	encourage	more	farmers	to	get	involved.		
	
Caroline	Drummond	said:	“As	the	industry	negotiates	its	way	towards	leaving	the	European	
Union,	it	has	never	been	more	important	for	farmers	to	reach	out	to	their	customers	and	
LEAF	Open	Farm	Sunday	plays	a	critical	role	in	making	this	happen.		We’d	like	to	say	thank	
you	to	all	farmers	who	hosted	events	this	year,	their	helpers	and	our	sponsors.		Their	
passion	and	energy	will	go	a	long	way	to	making	a	difference	to	how	the	public	perceive	
farming	and	understand	its	value.		We’d	like	even	more	people	to	have	a	chance	to	visit	a	
farm	next	year.”	
	
LEAF	Open	Farm	Sunday	2017	sponsors	included	The	Agriculture	and	Horticulture	
Development	Board,	Arla	Foods,	Asda,	BASF	plc,	Co-op,	Defra,	Farmers	Weekly,	Frontier	
Agriculture,	LEAF	Marque,	Marks	and	Spencer,	National	Farmers	Union,	Sainsbury’s,	Tesco	
and	Waitrose.	
	
*	Full	breakdown	of	Open	Farm	Sunday	events	by	region		
	
REGION	 NO	OF	EVENTS	 Percentage	

TOTAL	 358	 100.00	

South	West	 72	 20.11	

South	East	 66	 18.44	

East	Midlands	 46	 12.85	

East	of	England	 44	 12.29	

West	Midlands	 42	 11.73	

Yorks	&	Humber	 26	 7.26	

North	West	 24	 6.70	

Scotland	 16	 4.47	

Wales	 15	 4.19	

North	East	 7	 1.96	

	

-Ends-	

For	more	information	visit	www.farmsunday.org.		To	keep	up	to	date	on	Twitter	follow	
@OpenFarmSunday,	@LEAF_Farming	and	@AnnabelOFS			

For	further	information	contact:	



	
	

Ceres		
Open	Farm	Sunday	Press	Office	T:	01189	475956		E:	openfarmsunday@ceres-pr.co.uk		
	
Editor’s	note:	

• LEAF	Open	Farm	Sunday	is	managed	by	LEAF	(Linking	Environment	And	Farming).		LEAF	is	the	
leading	organisation	delivering	more	sustainable	food	and	farming.		It	works	with	farmers,	the	
food	industry,	scientists	and	consumers	to	inspire	and	enable	sustainable	farming	that	is	
prosperous,	enriches	the	environment	and	engages	local	communities.	LEAF	has	organised	Open	
Farm	Sunday	since	it	began	in	2006.	(LEAF	is	a	registered	charity	no:	1045781)	

• LEAF	Open	Farm	Sunday	is	the	farming	industry’s	annual	open	day.	A	day	for	farmers	to	open	
their	gates	and	welcome	people	onto	their	farms	to	discover	the	world	of	farming.		

• Alongside	LEAF	Open	Farm	Sunday,	farms	across	Britain	also	host	LEAF	Open	Farm	School	Days	
which	runs	throughout	June.	They	provide	thousands	of	school	children	with	the	opportunity	to	
visit	a	farm	to	learn	more	about	where	their	food	comes	from	and	how	it	is	produced.	

• Sponsors	of	Open	Farm	Sunday	2017	were:	Arla	Foods,	Asda,	BASF	plc,	Co-op,	Defra,	Farmers	
Weekly,	Frontier	Agriculture,	LEAF	Marque,	Marks	and	Spencer,	National	Farmers	Union,	
Sainsbury’s,	Tesco,	Waitrose,	The	Agriculture	and	Horticulture	Development	Board,	with	direct	
support	from	the	Beef	and	Lamb,	Cereals	and	Oilseeds,	Dairy,	Horticulture,	Pork	and	Potatoes	
sectors.								

• LEAF	Open	Farm	Sunday	will	return	on	10th	June	2018.	Registrations	will	open	later	this	year																																																							
• Keep	up	to	date	with	LEAF’s	activities	via	twitter	www.twitter.com/LEAF_Farming	and	

www.twitter.com/OpenFarmSunday	and	our	regular	blogs	at	leafmarque.wordpress.com.			

	


