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This information pack will help you take the first steps in planning 
a LEAF Open Farm Sunday event. ²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǊŜŀŘȅΣ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŜǾŜƴǘ at: 

www.farmsunday.org/Open-My-Farm 

Once registered, you will receive a handbook and be able to access 
FREE resources to help you plan, promote and run your event. 

 

About LEAF Open Farm Sunday 

[9!C hǇŜƴ CŀǊƳ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳƛƴƎ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ƻǇŜƴ ŘŀȅΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ 

opportunity for farmers to welcome the public onto their farm to discover real 

farming at first hand.  Hosting an event helps the public to appreciate and value 

the important work you do to produce safe, nutritious food and other services, 

sustainably. 

Whether you host a simple farm walk for a few people or a full open day, large or small, every event 

matters, reconnecting the public with farming, food production and the countryside.  The 2019 

visitor follow-up survey demonstrates the positive and lasting impact LEAF Open Farm Sunday has: 

97% of visitors said that it had made them appreciate more the work that farmers do 

85% reported that it had changed the way they think about farming 

93% said they feel more connected with the farmers who produce our food. 

Managed by LEAF (Linking Environment And Farming), the campaign unites the whole industry to 

showcase all the goods and services that farming delivers and the positive impact it has on all our 

lives.  It is a truly powerful way for farmers to come together to showcase our industry, to raise the 

profile of agriculture and build more support for British farming. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Thank you to all our Principal Sponsors: 

 



 

LEAF Open Farm Sunday 2019 results 

 

365 events on farms across Britain 

1 in 5 visitors were visiting a farm for the 1st time 

91% visitors learnt something new about farming 

25% host farmers took part for the first time 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

άPeople just love to come to a farm 

and experience the day-to-day  

ƎƻƛƴƎǎ ƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŦŀǎŎƛƴŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 

basics - ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ 

everything!έ 

Colin Dawes, Hilton of Aldie, Kinross 

άWith farming and food supply in the 

news so much over the last 12 

months visitors where keen to know 

more about how we are producing 

food and looking after soils and the 

wider environment!έ 

Nick Down, Yatterdon Estate, Berkshire 

άOur first OFS and a resounding success!  

The day had a great, relaxed, family vibe.  

The tractor and trailer tours were a big  

hit. Plenty to see and lots to do for the 

children really helped engage the public 

and bridge the disconnect between 

farming and the public.έ 

Meg Walters, Lower Hurst Farm, Derbyshire 
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Getting started 

It is up to you to decide on the size and type of event to organise.  It can be as simple or 

elaborate as you like.  Good planning will help to ensure that you, your helpers and your 

visitors have an enjoyable and successful event.  Here are some key points to consider. 

Size and type of event 

First decide the size and type of event you want to organise.  Here is a rough guide: 

Size Visitor numbers Options 

Small typically up to 50 
visitors 

¶ A invitation only private event for a select group e.g. neighbours, friends, 

a local interest group, church congregation or the parish council.  You can 

limit numbers and target who you invite. 

¶ Restrict visitor numbers with a ticket only event using the LEAF Open 

Farm Sunday online ticketing system. 

Medium 50 to 250 visitors ¶ This size of event could be for your village, neighbouring parishes, local 

school children and their families. 

¶ You could open for tours of your farm at set times or open for several 

hours. 

¶ The online ticketing service can be used to book for tours at set times 

Large more than 250 
visitors 

¶ To host a large ΨƻǇŜƴΩ ŜǾŜƴǘ you will need to carry out plenty of 

promotional activity to attract the numbers you are hoping for. 

¶ Open your farm for several hours.  Plan your event well in advance. 

Huge! 1000+ visitors ¶ Some events are becoming mini county shows with a whole range of 

activities, but at the heart of all of them is sharing the farming story and 

giving visitors the chance to experience being on a farm for a few hours. 

¶ The online ticketing service can be used to manage the flow of visitors 

throughout the event with timed tickets  

 
Visitors 

LEAF Open Farm Sunday appeals to a wide range of people, 

young and old, from both rural and urban areas.  The majority 

are families with children aged 6 to 16 years who come to 

support British farming and learn about what farmers do.   

In 2019: 

20% of visitors had never visited a farm before - so what you 

ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ΨŜǾŜǊȅ ŘŀȅΩ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΣ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƴŜǿ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƻ many 

visitors! 

96% rated the event as very good or excellent.   


